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than sixteen thousand square miles, and in 1774 he
was able quietly to filch two hundred additional vil-
lages from Poland. Long before the Diet consented
to the cession he had inaugurated Prussian rule. In
June, 1772, he made a triumphal entry into his
new province. He gave out to all and sundry that
no one could envy his good fortune, for as he came
he had seen nothing but sand, pines, heath, and
Jews. " It is a very good and very profitable acquis-
ition," he wrote to Prince Henry, "both for the
political situation of the State and for its finances."
Men said that without Danzig, which along with
Thorn remained Polish, West-Preussen was but a
trunk without a head, but the King was full of
schemes for partitioning the trade of Danzig among
his own ports. Voltaire, finding him deaf to his
exhortations to free the Greeks, lamented that the
harbour of Danzig lay nearer his heart than the
Piraeus.

Soon the poverty-stricken land echoed to the un-
tiring march of Hohenzollern progress. The con-
tempt which the King openly expressed for "this
perfectly imbecile set with names ending in ki"
was apparent in all his dealings with the privileged
classes. His treatment of private estates as well as
of provinces seemed to warrant the Poles who added
the word Rapuit to the Suum Cuique which they saw
inscribed beneath the Prussian eagle. The local of-
ficials were simply dismissed from office, and their
lands appropriated at the cost of a trifling compensa-
tion. Though Frederick bound himself to respect
the existing rights and property of the Roman